
How To Go About Purchasing A Ring

	It's becoming more and more common for guys to let his girl choose her own engagement ring, but that's not always practical. More often than not,

you'll want it to be a surprise, and not a little one. But choosing a ring isn't quite as simple as it sounds. You'll want to make sure she actually likes

what she's going to be wearing every day, it needs to fit and be comfortable, and it needs to look good on her hand. Here's a quick guide on how to go

about figuring what you need to do before getting down on one knee.

	Take notice. Pay attention to the types of jewelry she wears. Does she like gold, silver, platinum, white gold? Most people have a very strong

preference, so this is the most important step. If you're unsure, start paying attention or look through her jewelry box while she's out. Asking friends

and family is never a bad idea (as long as you're sure you can trust them not to reveal your secret).

	Shape. If it comes to it, you can simply buy a diamond and let her choose the setting later on. The diamond is more important than the ring itself partly

because it's the most expensive part, but also because its shape needs to match her hand. An elongated diamond might be good for short fingers, or a

round diamond might be better for slender fingers. On rare occasions, some girls don't even like diamonds and would prefer a ruby or emerald.

	The setting. If you do purchase a full ring with diamond and setting, it will be something special to her, so you need to make sure she actually might

like it (and not just tell you she does). Settings can always be altered, reshaped, resized, or remade, so it's less important than the actual diamond. If

you need to figure out what size she wears, take a piece of string and measure her finger while she's asleep. If she's a light sleeper, ask her family.

Don't even let her get suspicious.

	Considerations. What type of ring will be practical for her? Pointed style diamonds usually have prongs that can catch on clothing. Take her job into

consideration. If you want something really special, you can always visit a real jewelry maker and custom design your own ring, too. Of if you want to

go even further, you can take a lost wax jewelry class at a local community college and actually make one yourself for the absolute, most special

engagement ring you could possibly give her.

	Lastly, make sure your proposal is something special. Put a lot of thought and effort into it to make it a truly memorable moment. Be alone with her

when you ask. Don't try to make it like what you've seen in the movies where you're in a restaurant and you have a mariachi band play your song as

she's served her ring in a glass of wine. Girls fantasize about being proposed to their whole lives, so if you really want her to say yes, give it your best

effort.
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